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30 July 2014  
 
 
Chief Planning Officers 
Local Authorities in England 
 
 
Dear Colleagues 
 
 
I am writing to let you know about three changes relating to planning fees, funding and 
performance: 
 
Fees for prior approval applications for permitted development rights for change of 
use 
 
You will recall that when we consulted last August on Greater flexibilities for change of use 
we indicated that we intended to introduce a higher fee of £172 for prior approval 
applications for permitted development rights for change of use where building operations 
are also allowed.  I am now writing to let you know that Planning Fees Regulations 
introducing the new fee of £172 for these prior approval applications will come into force 
on 31 July 2014.    
 
Applications for prior approval for change of use attract a fee of £80, which was introduced 
in October 2013.    Where an applicant applies for prior approval for change of use from 
shops and financial and professional services, or from agricultural buildings to a dwelling 
house, without associated building operations the £80 fee will continue to apply.  The new 
£172 fee will only apply where an applicant applies for prior approval for change of use 
and to carry out associated building operations.     

 
The Town and Country Planning (Fees for Applications, Deemed Applications, Requests 
and Site Visits) (England) (Amendment No 2) Regulations 2014 (S.I. 2014 No.2026) can 
be found online at:  
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/2026/pdfs/uksi_20142026_en.pdf  

 
Bids invited for the new Site Capacity Fund  
This £3m fund is intended to help local planning authorities tackle planning issues that 
may be preventing or delaying a start on site.  All local planning authorities who deal with 
applications for housing are eligible to bid, whether individually or in partnership, and 
grants to successful bidders are expected to amount to around £50,000 per authority.  The 
assessment criteria and details of how to apply are set out in the bidding document, 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2014/9780111107485
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2014/9780111107485
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/2026/pdfs/uksi_20142026_en.pdf


available here: https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/site-delivery-fund-invitation-
to-bid   Bids need to be submitted by the end of August this year. 

 
Revised performance criteria 
Following consultation earlier this year, the Government has decided to raise one of the 
thresholds for identifying under-performing planning authorities, from 30% to 40% of 
decisions involving major development dealt with on time. Revised criteria came into effect 
on 23 July. Authorities are, however, now exempt from this measure if they deal with two 
or fewer applications for major development over the assessment period.  
 
The revised criteria document is available here:  
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/improving-planning-performance-criteria-for-
designation  
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